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The Clayton Chamber of Commerce is committed to maximizing business development and
economic growth of the community through advocacy, education, and collaboration. The CCOC
Board of Directors has adopted the following legislative priorities as recommended by the
Legislative Committee to guide our advocacy efforts in 2026. These priorities will help our
community grow in a responsible way and address key issues related to the following categories:

Economic Prosperity & Competitiveness

o Advocate for legislation and funding that supports small businesses and entrepreneurs,

;_ including access to capital, grants, mentoring programs, and startup incubation and
acceleration initiatives such as LaunchJOCO
$ « Promote flexible, targeted incentive tools at the local, county, and state level that
/_3/) support continued job growth and investment
/ « Monitor reforms to streamline and simplify regulatory processes, reducing red tape
and improving permitting efficiency for businesses

¢ Support public-private partnerships that drive catalytic redevelopment and downtown
vitality

Community Vitality & Resiliency

¢ Support the enhancement of community amenities such as multimodal greenway
connectivity

e Support the expansion and improvement of parks and recreation programs

¢ Support an accessible and engaging arts and entertainment community

o Support policies that encourage balanced growth while preserving quality of life and
community character

o Advocate for public safety resources and staffing that keep pace with population growth

« Continue to partner with the NC Chamber to support small business access to affordable
healthcare and insurance options
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Transportation & Infrastructure

Advocate for regional transportation planning and funding alignment to support rapid
population growth in Johnston County

Advocate for funding and access to public transportation options, including bus rapid
transit and connector rail, in Clayton and Johnston County

Monitor the status of the 540 Loop and provide updates to the Chamber community

Water, Sewer, Electric, and Internet Infrastructure

Support identifying and engaging in long-term solutions for the growing water needs in
Clayton and surrounding communities

Advocate for regional water and wastewater collaboration and long-term capacity
planning

Support funding to maintain and expand existing water and sewer systems to meet
current and future demand

Support policies and funding that ensure infrastructure keeps pace with economic
development and recruitment efforts

Education & Workforce

Support and advocate for a Johnston Community College presence in western
Johnston County

Support continued expansion of Apprenticeship Johnston as a key workforce
development strategy through investment in work-based learning programs

Promote entrepreneurship, Career and Technical Education, and trade programs that
align with workforce needs

Support continued investment in entrepreneurship ecosystems, including
LaunchJOCO, to drive business creation and economic growth

Advocate for expansion of industry-led training programs in high-demand sectors such
as healthcare, skilled trades, advanced manufacturing, and life sciences

Support local initiatives that strengthen the talent pipeline, including JOCO WORKS
and implementation of the county workforce development study

Support efforts to provide diverse and quality housing options to attract and retain a
skilled workforce

-Support increased funding for affordable childcare and the expansion of work-based
learning opportunities, including internships, pre-apprenticeships, apprenticeships, and
career exploration programs, to strengthen talent pipeline and workforce development
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